
Charged with an Enterprise: Fischer Family Business History 

Frederick W. Fischer and his son Albert George were both lifelong entrepreneurs. Both owned cigar businesses in St. 
Louis and Springfield, Missouri, usually along with a business partner. After moving to Chickasha, Oklahoma, in 1900, 
Albert started his own cigar business without a partner, though his wife Georgena’s brother, Frank Hendy, joined him a 
month later. In 1910, Albert sold his Chickasha cigar company and moved to Duncan, Oklahoma, to open a hardware 
store. While living in Duncan, Albert became involved in a number of different business enterprises, but it all started 
with cigars. 

Family lore says Frederick won a blue ribbon for his cigars at the World's Fair in Chicago. However, it must have been a 
different event--perhaps a state fair--since the World's Fair in Chicago did not happen until after Frederick's death. 
Frederick’s great granddaughter, Virginia Robinson Hogue, remembers that Frederick’s son Albert, her grandfather, 
received a tobacco industry award declaring his cigars the finest in the country. 

Frederick W. Fischer’s Business History: The earliest references to the Fischer family cigar 
businesses are found when Frederick, born in Missouri about 1837 to German immigrants, would 
have been about 22 years old. The 1859 and 1860 St. Louis city directories list “Fischer, Frederick 
W., cigar maker,” living at Jackson, near Marion. In 1861, Frederick served nine months in the 
Union army, most likely interrupting his business. His draft registration record in 1863 reflects his 
previous military experience in 1861 and indicates he is currently employed in a cigar store. 

According to St. Louis city directories, Frederick continued in the cigar business until 1876-1878, 
when it appears he operated a saloon. By 1880, he was again listed as a cigar maker: 

- 1863-1864: The 1863 St. Louis business directory and 1864 city directory include business listings for Gaddis & 
Fischer, tobacco manufacturers, located at 14 S. 2nd, the same address as the residence of Frederick’s partner, 
Samuel Gaddis. The 1864 directory shows Frederick’s residence as 53 Spruce, where his son Albert was born in 
April that same year.  

- 1865-1867: The city directories show Frederick, who was still living at 53 Spruce, as a partner in the cigar 
manufacturing firm Fischer & Aschemann with J. Henry Aschemann. The business was located at 14 S. 2nd, the 
same address as that shown for Gaddis & Fischer, as well as Samuel Gaddis’s residence, in 1864.  

- 1868: The business directory lists “Fischer F. W. 101 S. 2d,” under the manufacturing and retail “Cigars and 
Tobacco” categories without a partner.  

- 1869-1873: Frederick’s business was Fischer & Levy, cigars and tobacco, in partnership with Marcus Levy, doing 
business at 101 S. 2nd. Frederick changed residence addresses frequently during this time: 

o 1869: 2605 DeKalb 
o 1870: 206 Walnut 
o 1871: 101 S. 2nd (same as Fischer & Levy business address) 
o 1872: 823 S. 7th  
o 1873: 914 Gratiot 

The 1869 city directory lists F. W. Fischer as treasurer of the St. Louis Tobacco and Cigar Manufacturers’ 
Association. 
  
  
  
  
  
  

- 1874-1875: Frederick is listed as a cigar manufacturer; his business was located at 204 Walnut, with his 
residence at 914 Gratiot. 

- 1876-1878: Frederick’s occupation is listed as saloon or bartender, with his residence still at 914 Gratiot. In 
1878, Frederick is in the business directory under “Saloons,” suggesting he was the proprietor of the business. 
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2 
 

By the 1880 census, when Albert was 16 years old, the Fischer family had moved to 
Springfield, Missouri. Frederick’s occupation was cigar maker, and his daughter 
Mollie was listed as a cigar packer. The 1879 St. Louis city directory is not available, 
but the 1880 St. Louis city directory lists Frederick W. Fischer, still living at 914 
Gratiot, as a cigar maker. It may be that the family moved during the year but had 
already been listed in the St. Louis directory.  

The 1881 and 1882 St. Louis city directories do not include a listing for Frederick. 
However, the 1883 St. Louis directory has a listing for “Fischer Frederick W. cigars r 
2336 Cardt. Av.” There is no listing for Frederick W. Fischer in the 1884, 1885, or 
1887 St. Louis directories. The 1886 directory is not available, and we believe 
Frederick died in 1886 or 1887. We know he died before 1890 when his wife filed for 
his military pension, but the 1889 directory does list a Frederick Fischer (no middle 
initial) in the cigar business living at 1926 N. 14th. It may be that Frederick continued 
to maintain an address in St. Louis for business purposes at various times after the 
family moved to Springfield. 

What We Know about Frederick’s Death: The exact date and place of Frederick’s death are uncertain. However, the 
1890 Veterans Schedules show his wife Henrietta as a widow in June 1890. Records for a Frederick W. Fischer buried in 
Springfield National Cemetery reflect a death date of March 5, 1886. However, this Frederick was a private in the 
infantry. The 1890 Veterans Schedules show Frederick as a captain in the cavalry, though the record also notes discharge 
papers were not available during the enumeration, so this information may have been based on Henrietta’s recollection. 
There was also a death notice in the Westliche Post for an F. W. Fischer, who died on April 27, 1887, at age 47.  

There is no mention of Frederick in Albert’s letters, the earliest of which is dated in February 1890. However, Frederick 
must have passed his expertise in tobacco and cigars on to his family, who continued the business. Based on Albert’s 
letters, Frederick must have left Henrietta financially comfortable. She had a roomy house in Springfield with a large, 
lush yard full of flowers and fruit trees. Albert describes his mother’s house as “the most attractive on South Street,” 
adding “you can smell the flowers for a block away.”  

Carrying on the Family Business in Springfield: Because we do not have 
access to Springfield city directories between 1873 and 1890, we do not 
know much about the Fischer cigar business in Springfield between the 
family’s move from St. Louis in 1880 and Frederick’s death before 1890. The 
first record of the Fischer family doing business in Springfield is a listing for 
Groff & Fischer, cigar manufacturer, in the 1890 city directory. The family 
lived at 325 South, and the business was located at 736 South. Albert’s sister 
Mollie and brother Horatio both worked in the family business. Emelen F. 
Groff, Albert’s business partner, lived with the Fischer family at 325 South, 
along with his wife. Another of Albert’s sisters, Carrie, was married to Daniel 
J. Filkins, proprietor of Filkins Steam Laundry at 321-323 W. Olive.  

Before Groff & Fischer was established, Albert and his brother Horatio were apparently partners in 
the Fischer Brothers cigar business. In an April 2, 1890, letter to his future wife Georgena Hendy, 
Albert includes a clipping from the local paper, Republican, about the Groff & Fischer cigar factory. 
The article notes that Groff & Fischer is the successor to Fischer Bros. In a letter written some time 
later, Albert mentions that Groff had purchased Horatio’s share of the business.   

Based on an interview with Albert, not quite 26 years old at the time, the 
article indicates the factory employed “twenty-five hands and . . . is a hive 
of industry.” It notes that Albert recently returned from a trip “where he 

purchased two car loads of leaf tobacco—the largest purchase ever made by one firm in 
southwest Missouri.” The firm also employed two traveling salesmen, and its “leading five-cent 
cigar,” the Jersey Cream was “on sale by one hundred dealers in Springfield.” Surprised by the 
quality of the Jersey Cream, the reporter asked Albert how he could sell such a high-quality cigar 
for a nickel.  

Albert George and Frederick W. Fischer 

Letterhead used in May 21, 1890, 
letter to Georgena 

Albert G. Fischer 
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Albert responded: “By buying tobacco in car load quantities, 
we get it much cheaper. Poor workmanship affects the 
quality of cigars regardless of the quality of material. We 
employ none but the most skilled labor but still we can 
compete with eastern manufacturers in every respect. 
When I was in the east I saw the girls and inexperienced 
boys at work in the factories and now I understand perfectly 
why the nickel cigars made in Springfield are better than 
those that can be got for the price in New York. Still there is 
a grade of cheap cigars that we can’t make for the price 
here without cheap labor, which we won’t employ, and so 
we bought 150,000 for the trade.” 

Albert’s Drive for Success: Albert was a determined, hard-
working businessman who admitted his ambition for 
wealth. Though he longed to take time off from business to 
visit Georgena in St. Louis after their first meeting in 
February 1890, he was concerned about incurring financial 
loss—and the displeasure of his partner. As a result, Albert 
and Georgena did not meet again until months later in June. 
After their engagement, Albert wrote of his desire to make 
more money:  “It shall always be the aim of my life to 
surround you with everything that will add to your 
happiness.” 

Georgena’s response encouraged him to temper his 
ambition for wealth: “I know you will always try to surround 
me with everything that will add to my happiness, and I will 
repay you with all my love and kindness, and try to make 
you happy. And we won’t care–even if we never have 
wealth, we will be happy with our love–won’t we.” 

Albert was very conscientious in business. While pressing 
Georgena to visit him, he warned her, in his April 30, 1890, 
letter, that business demands could interfere with their 
plans, so they needed to be prepared: “I will quit the road 
[when you visit], but a man in business never knows what 
he will do next . . . a traveling man may quit our employ at 
any time” and “I would be obliged to act in his place . . . .”   

Albert was an energetic salesman, and he advertised his 
cigars extensively during 1890. A few examples of the ads he 
ran are shown below and on the following page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article from Springfield newspaper Republic, enclosed with Albert’s  
2 May 1890 letter to Georgena Hendy 

Springfield News-Leader, 1 Sep 1890 



4 
 
What Albert’s Letters Tell Us about His Business: Albert’s letters to 
Georgena give some insight into the stresses of running a business. In 
his 13 Apr 1890 letter, anxious for another visit with Georgena, he 
tells her he has a business trip until April 21 but has hired a factory 
manager, so he may be able to visit St. Louis soon. He tells her how 
busy they are with their “traveling men” and “drummers” with 
samples to show. In his 18 May 1890 letter, he once again begs 
Georgena to come visit him in Springfield, adding that he would come 
to her except business does not permit, and he would “incur the 
displeasure of my partner.” In his next letter, Albert uses Groff & 
Fischer letterhead as “my stationery for love letters was exhausted.”  

At the end of May 1890, Albert writes “I am in trouble and don’t know 
how long before I can be relieved.” He writes that he would tell more 
“if it benefited either you or I.” If he can release himself in time 
(without great financial loss), he adds, “I will be in St. Louis and tell you 
all about it.” In June, he writes Georgena that his “trouble” is not 
serious, though it makes him “feel very blue” and he hopes it ends 
soon. On June 22, 1890, after they have become engaged, Albert 
writes “Mother wants us to live with her when we are married. I think 
that would be best” for now. “The Groff’s may vacate our house” so we 
could take over their premises and keep house. 

In an August 1890 letter, Albert reveals he is considering a way to 
relieve his business troubles. He tells Georgena he had difficulty falling 
asleep last night because “my mind was so charged with an enterprise 
that I am considering. . . . If it materializes, I will have better prospects 
of making money,” but anxiety makes me uncomfortable for the time 
being. In his next letter, he writes “I often pass a greater portion of the 
night thinking of you and how to succeed in business ventures, so I can 
add wealth to our happiness. . . . I hope to be in a position soon to 
make more money,” though I am doing better than most men my age. 

By the end of August, Albert has apparently settled on a course of 
action. He writes Georgena to say “I take the utmost pleasure to 
inform you that I will be in St. Louis next Sunday morning . . . to remain 
a few days. I am coming on business of great importance – the nature 
of which I will reveal to you when we meet. . . . I can hardly wait.”  

By September 6, 1890, Albert reports his business enterprise has been 
approved by all parties, including Mr. Groff and Mr. Keilers, who seems 
to be a new partner. He will make $20 per week plus an equal share of 
profits. Though he is not making an equal investment in the firm, which 
will be named the Groff-Fischer Cigar Co., he will be sharing equally in the profits due to his superior experience in the 
cigar business. 

Albert’s Preoccupation with George McCann: Georgena’s aunt, 
presumably her father’s sister, Catherine Hendy, had married George 
McCann before leaving Ireland and moving to Springfield, where their 
son (and Georgena’s cousin) George H. McCann owned Old Coon 
Tobacco Works. McCann’s business was well-established and thriving 
by the time Albert went into business, as reflected in an article 
published in Springfield, Missouri and Surroundings, 1889: 

“THE OLD COON TOBACCO WORKS founded by Geo. H. McCann in 
1867, and now owned and operated by Geo. H. McCann & Co., have Advertisement from Springfield Daily Leader, 3 Feb 1887 

Springfield News-Leader, 20 Apr 1890 

Springfield News-Leader, 05 May 1890 
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made remarkable advancement within that period, and perhaps better than any other local concern, have 
demonstrated the feasibility of carrying the trade of Springfield all over the South and West. Ten years ago they 
manufactured 6,690 pounds of tobacco in a single year, and last year consumed 250,000 pounds in the 
manufacture of their well-known brands of smoking and plug tobaccos, which find a ready sale all the way from 
the Ohio River to the Pacific Ocean. They have $75,000 invested in their business, which includes a handsome 
building and superb equipage valued at $35,000. They employ 55 men in the factory, keep a good force of men 
on the road, and will this year carry their sales up to $300,000, and fill orders from not less than twenty states 
and territories.” 

Albert had a casual acquaintance with George McCann, and his letters to Georgena reflect persistent concern about 
George’s opinion of his relationship with “cousin Georgena.” In April 1890, he asks Georgena what George “would say to 
your alliance with me” as a competitor. Georgena responds: “So you have an idea he might be displeased if I was to go 
with you. Perhaps he might. McCanns are very strange people, especially my Aunt.”  

By August 1890, Albert was still fretting about McCann’s opinion of his engagement to Georgena: “I saw Geo H. McCann 
I mean the biggest and oldest one in the bunch. . . . He didn’t see me . . . next time I see him I will knock him down . . 
.and then ask him what he thinks of our alliance.” Georgena answers: “Well Albert if you get Cousin Geo so much in your 
power (as you intend) you will surely gain his approval.” 

When McCann finally did learn of the engagement during a September 1890 visit with Georgena’s family in St. Louis, his 
reaction was much less dramatic than Albert had imagined. Georgena writes, “We were surprised to see Geo McCann 
yesterday. He spent the entire day with us and will be back again on Saturday. He told me he met you the night before 
he left. He was very much surprised when I told him we were to be married Oct. 1st. Will Mc [another McCann cousin, 
George’s brother or son] never mentioned anything . . . . George wished that we would live long and be happy.” 

Albert’s Brief Employment in St. Louis: Though they planned on living with Albert’s mother in Springfield after their 
wedding, Albert wrote Georgena, in his 10 Sep 1890 letter, that he is “almost positive we will make St. Louis our home 
shortly.” This was good news for Georgena’s mother, who had lost four of her seven children to illness while they were 
still very young—and consequently had become very possessive of her remaining children. 

It is not clear how the move back to St. Louis was intended 
to fit with Albert’s plans for the newly conceived Groff-
Fischer Cigar Co., but it apparently did not work out as he 
expected. Gould’s St. Louis Directory for 1892 shows Albert 
G. Fischer living at the same address as Georgena’s parents 
and working as a salesman for J. F. W. Doepke & Co., a cigar 
and tobacco wholesaler. Working for someone other than 
himself did not agree with Albert. By June 1, 1892, Albert 
was in the process of moving his family back to Springfield 
from St. Louis and wrote about “going out on a hunt for 
Ferneau,” so his next business, Fischer & Ferneau, must 
have been established around this time. 

Albert’s brief return to St. Louis also does not appear to have worked 
out well for his brother Horatio, who must have tried to go into the 
cigar business himself after Albert moved back to St. Louis. A notice 
published in the Springfield News-Leader on May 27, 1891, indicates 
Horatio’s cigar business failed. According to the notice, all business 
property was repossessed by the attorney of M. J. Fischer, mortgagee 
(his sister, Mary Juanita “Mollie” Fischer). An October 10, 1893, letter 
from Georgena to Albert suggests business troubles continued to 
plague Horatio. She writes, “I expect you were surprised to see 
Horatio on Sunday - why is he home? Did he give up his position? I 
suppose he was more than surprised when you mentioned that 
money matter to him. . . . I know Jimmie [Horatio’s wife] would not be 
willing to give up her furniture.” 

Blank receipt used in June 13, 1892, letter to Georgena 

Springfield Daily Leader, 27 May 1891 
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Fischer Cigar Companies in Springfield: The Groff-Fischer Cigar Co. 
apparently did not last long after Albert moved to St. Louis during the year 
after his marriage. After moving back to Springfield in June 1892, Albert 
began using Fischer & Ferneau letterhead for his letters and continued 
doing so through October 1894. Though his June 13, 1992, letter to 
Georgena includes a note on A. G. Fischer stationery, he was back to using 
Fischer & Ferneau letterhead in his next letter.  However, he might have 
simply been using up leftover stationery. By October 1895, he was using 
letterhead for G. A. Fischer, shown as the successor to Fischer & Ferneau.  

Who Is G. A. Fischer? There are no references to the G. A. Fischer cigar 
company in Albert’s and Georgena’s letters, so the identity of G. A. Fischer is 
unclear. There are several mentions of Albert’s cousin George in the letters. 
He may have been G. A. Fischer, but no documentation has been found to 
support this supposition. Though there are entries in several St. Louis city 
directories for a George Fischer, tobacconist, starting by at least 1872, there is 
no way to know if this George Fischer was related to Albert or G. A Fischer. 
Several advertisements for cigars manufactured by G. A. Fischer were 
published in the Springfield newspaper during the summer of 1897.  

The 1999 Springfield city directory provides the best evidence that G. A. 
Fischer was a member of the extended Fischer family. Entries show George 
A. Fischer, cigarmaker, living at 736 South with Albert and family.  
 

 

The directory also shows Albert and Mollie working for G. A 
Fischer, but an October 1897 article in the Springfield Leader & 
Press on employment by Springfield factories refers to “A. G. 
Fischer,” rather than “G. A. Fischer.” This seems inconsistent 
with references to “G. A. Fischer’ from October 1895 through 
at least 1899, but the newspaper could easily have transposed 
the A and the G. 

Adding to the mystery are advertisements and articles 
appearing in the Springfield newspaper from May 1898 
through March 1999. In March 1898, the first of several 
classified advertisements for the sale of a business owned by G. 
A. Fischer appeared in the Springfield paper.

 
In March 1900, the Springfield paper published several articles on the 
disappearance of cigar manufacturer Al G. Fischer, who was renting space over 
Holland’s bank, the same as the location described in G. A. Fischer’s classified 
ad. Though the details provided by the newspaper don’t clearly point either to 
A. G. or G. A. Fischer, the articles raise questions about if and how this news 
may be related to Albert G. Fischer. Albert never used the name “Al,” and no one who knew him thought he would cheat 
his creditors. Again, it could be that the newspaper had confused “A. G.” and “G. A.” Fischer, especially if they were 
living at the same address. The woman identified as “Fischer’s wife” could possibly have been Albert’s mother Henrietta, 
if the missing cigar manufacturer was still living at 736 South, the address where she continued to reside until shortly 
before her death in 1904.  

The information suggesting Al G. Fischer had gone to Pennsylvania may be significant since Albert had relatives living in 
Pittsburgh, according to his letters. It may be coincidence, but this was also about the time Albert moved from 
Springfield to Chickasha, Oklahoma. By September 1900, Fischer’s cigars were being advertised in the Chickasha Daily 

Receipt used in June 13, 1892, letter to Georgena 

Letterhead used in Oct. 1, 1895, letter to Georgena 

Springfield newspaper advertisement, 1897 

Springfield City Directory, 1899 
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Express. Even if the cigar maker in question was not Albert but perhaps his cousin 
or his business partner, he may have felt he was tainted by association and 
needed to move on.  

Hard Times in the Fischer Family: Letters written in September through October 
1894, while Georgena was visiting her parents in St. Louis, and Albert was working 
in Springfield, suggest the family and its businesses were facing especially difficult 
times financially. Daniel Filkins, the husband of Albert’s sister Carrie, had 
apparently always struggled in business, but things were especially dire during this 
period. Filkins owned Filkins Steam Laundry in Springfield, according to the 1890 
city directory, but, based on Albert’s letters, he must have moved the business to 
Alton, Illinois. Then, when the Alton business began failing during the summer of 
1890, he found a new investor in St. Louis and moved the business there to 26th 
and Franklin Avenue. The laundry ultimately appears to have failed in that 
location as well. 

On September 16, 1894, Albert wrote: “Mollie got a letter from Carrie . . . . She 
said she hadn’t a nickel in the house. She made a dress for a neighbor for $1.50 . . 
. . She worked so hard her old trouble returned and that she would now have to . . 
. buy medicine. Ma cried over the letter.” In his next letter, describing how he 
tried to help Carrie, he also suggested his business partner Groff had cheated him 
somehow. He says he sent Carrie $5.00 and adds “I never expect any return of 
favors . . . as long as Filkins lives. I was about as hard up as I’ll ever be after Groff 
done me . . . .” 

At the same time, Albert was struggling with finances himself. His next few letters 
convey a succession of bad news: 

 “I am still broke so much so that I can’t go on the road until I get some 
money. . . . If I had the money you can just bet that I would have been in 
St. Louis before this. . . . I couldn’t feel worse were I in Jail.” (24 Sep 1894) 

 “Now that I have paid insurance and interest – I haven’t money enough to 
go on the road or to buy tobacco. I am going to do my best to sell all my 
Jersey Creams to Springfield Grocer Co. If I succeed I can buy more 
tobacco and go to work again.” (25 Sep 1894) 

  “I haven’t sold my Jersey Creams yet – but will know tomorrow. . . . If I get rid of those cigars I will be enabled to 
go right to work again. . . . I am not as blue as I have been. Have reconciled myself, but I do feel awful lonesome 
at night.”  (28 Sep 1894)   

 “Had more bad luck – J. W. Hardesty broke again . . . making $15.50 I loose on him. They say too much Beer 
broke him both times.” (30 Sep 1894)  

 “I am sorry to inform you I could not sell the Jersey Creams . . . . I have made arrangements to go on the road 
with a Springfield liquor drummer and I am going to stay on the road until every cigar in the house is sold,” so 
you should remain in St. Louis. (4 Oct 1894) 

 “I know I will sell the cigars in a much shorter space of time since your promise to come home as soon as they 
are sold – I will now have something to spur me on…. I will have to inaugurate a system of most rigid economy … 
to catch up with my losses.” (7 Oct 1894)  

 “I am going to work like a tiger and I hope that I can have you start by next Monday for home. I may be 
disappointed – for if I am not in good luck – it may take me ten days to sell out so don’t get ready to come until I 
write you to.” (9 Oct 1894) 

Finally, however, Albert reported success: “Pet! I sold just 2000 cigars today and if I continue to do this well I will ask you 
to come home in a few days as I haven’t but 4900 more to sell. . . . Will leave here early in the morning.” A few days 

The Springfield News-Leader, 28 Mar 
1900 



8 
 
later, he reported additional progress: “I wrote you last night to come home by 
next Wednesday . . . . I still have 1900 cigars to sell and I’ll do my level best to sell 
them tomorrow. . . . I am feeling well enough – but so anxious to see you and the 
babies that I feel just like homesick.”  

The Fischer Family Moves from Springfield to the Oklahoma Territory: On 
October 9, 1897, the Springfield newspaper published an article on factories 
employing Springfield workers, and A. G. Fischer was mentioned as one of the 
local manufacturers contributing to employment in the community.  

By 1899, George A. Fischer had come into the picture, and Albert and Mollie 
Fischer both were working as cigar makers for his company, G. A. Fischer. In 
addition, G. A. (not A. G.) Fischer was listed under “Cigar Manufacturers” in the 
city directory. Though facts about George A. Fischer and his relationship to Albert 
are unclear, it seems likely they had both a family and business relationship of 
some sort.  

In March 1900, the articles about Al G. Fischer’s mysterious disappearance 
appeared in the Springfield press. As previously mentioned, it is not at all clear if 

or how this news related to Albert—and 
family members who knew Albert 
personally say it would be very unlike 
him to cheat his creditors.  

Maybe it was just coincidence--or maybe 
it was embarrassment arising from the 
bad behavior of a family member or 
business associate, but just a few months 
later, in September 1990, the first 
Fischer cigar advertisement appeared in 
the newspaper in Chickasha, Oklahoma, 
where the Fischer family had moved. 

A month later, a small article in the 
Chickasha Daily Express reported that 
Georgena’s brother Frank Hendy, who 
was a long-time employee of the W. A. 
Stickney cigar company in St. Louis had 
arrived in Chickasha to go into business 
with Albert.  In May 1901, Albert 
advertised for individuals living 
elsewhere in the Oklahoma Territory to 
acquire an exclusive agency to sell 
Fischer’s Premium cigars in their town.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Springfield Leader and Press, 9 Oct 1897 

Chickasha Daily Express, 1 Sep 1900 

Chickasha Daily Express, 1 Oct 1900 

Chickasha Daily Express, September 4, 1900 

The Indian Advocate (Sacred Heart Mission, Okla. Terr.) 1 May 1901 
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It appears Albert finally found the success he desired in Oklahoma. In 1902, the Chickasha paper published a favorable 
article on Albert and his efforts to establish “a valuable manufacturing enterprise in Chickasha.” The article states that 
"Mr. Fischer is a clever gentleman, thoroughly understanding the cigar business." It was also in 1902 that the paper 
reported Frank Hendy was going into business for himself, opening a cigar factory in Duncan.  

In 1904, the newspaper published another article lauding Albert’s business for its contributions to the “home market,” 
stating “the Fischer factory has the largest output of any cigar factory either in Oklahoma or Indian Territory and 90 per 
cent of the cigars are sold in Chickasha.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On November 7, 1907, a help wanted ad appeared in the Chickasha paper 
for “girls to strip tobacco” for A. G. Fischer’s business located at 1125 
Minnesota Avenue NE. It was also in 1907 that an advertisement appeared 
indicating Albert was embarking on a different enterprise—the sale of 
Para Vita carbonated mineral water for relief of problems related to the 
stomach, kidneys, and loss of appetite.   

Chickasha Daily Express, 7 May 1904 

Chickasha Daily Express, 7 Nov 1906 

Chickasha Daily Express, 29 Jul 1907 

Chickasha Daily Express, 25 Oct 1902 Chickasha Daily Express, 20 Jan 1902 
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By March 1910, Albert had sold his Chickasha cigar business to E. B Williams, who it appears had previously been a 
business partner, and the Chickasha newspaper announced that he and his family would be moving to Duncan, where 

Albert was going into the hardware business. No additional details have been 
found on the hardware business, though Edith Hendy (Sister Eugenia Clare), 
Georgena’s niece, remembered it in a memoir she wrote. "He owned all of 
Duncan," she wrote. "There was Uncle Albert's bank, his drug store and his 
office building where he sold insurance.” In 1918, R. L. Polk & Co.'s Oklahoma 
State Gazetteer and Business Directory shows a listing for A. G. Fischer’s 
business as real estate and insurance. 

It was also in March 1910 that the Chickasha paper announced Frank Hendy 
would be opening a new cigar factory in Chickasha. The article mentions 
Frank was the proprietor of a cigar factory in El Reno, Oklahoma, so he must 
have had at least one additional move (or expansion) after the 1902 article 
about opening a factory in Duncan.  

 

In her family memoir, Albert’s granddaughter Virginia Robinson Hogue wrote that Albert lost most of his 
money during the Depression, so he decided to retire at age 64 to live on the income from his oil investments. 
“He never recovered financially,” according to Virginia, “but he remained rich in his heart with the devotion 
and love he gave his family.”  

Chickasha Daily Express, 29 Mar 1910 

Chickasha Daily Express, 14 Mar 1910 

Chickasha Daily Express, 21 Mar 1910 




