
  

  





Mary Virginia Fischer 
BIRTH: 1 MAR 1893 • Springfield, Greene, Missouri 
DEATH: 4 OCT 1977 • San Antonio, Bexar, Texas 

Mary Virginia Fischer was born on March 1, 1893, in Springfield, 
Missouri, the second daughter of Albert George Fischer and Georgena 
Hendy Fischer. Virginia and her two sisters, Leona and Gertrude, were 
very popular while growing up in Duncan. Their friends gathered at their 
home for "song fests" while Virginia played the piano. She was also the 
church organist, and the sisters all volunteered for the Red Cross during 
World War I.  

One Sunday after Mass, Virginia’s father Albert noticed a young man had 
caught his coat on the fence. He went over to help him get loose and found 
he was a recent arrival from West Virginia, so he invited him to dinner. While 
at dinner, the young man, Paul Joseph Clarkson was so charmed by Virginia 
he called the Fischer house the following morning, hoping Virginia would 
answer the phone. Luckily, it was Virginia who answered—and Virginia and 
Paul began a courtship and married on April 12, 1921, in Duncan, Oklahoma. 
Paul always called Virginia "Penny" because he said she weighed less than 100 
pounds when they were married.  

The following description of Paul and Virginia’s wedding was published in the 
Duncan newspaper: 

Mr. and Mrs. A. G. Fischer announce the marriage of their daughter, Virginia, to Mr. Paul Joseph 
Clarkson, at 6:30 o'clock, Wednesday morning at the Church of the Assumption in this city. The 
ceremony was performed by Reverend Father James A. Garvey, who spoke eloquently on the 
dignity of the sacrament. During the mass, appropriate music was rendered by Misses 
Wellington and Hitchcock. The altar was artistically decorated with cut flowers and ferns. 

Preceding the ceremony, Miss Wellington, in an eloquent soprano voice, sang "Oh, Promise 
Me," "Because," and "I Love You Truly," and was accompanied by Miss Hitchcock at the organ. 

The attendants were Mr. Robert D. Mannix, formerly of Clarksburg, West Virginia, and Miss 
Leona Fischer, sister of the bride. 

The bride is one of the attractive and accomplished young ladies of this city and has a hold of 
intimate friends, both young and old. 

Mr. Paul Clarkson is the manager of the Continental Supply Company in this city, having come 
here but a short time ago from Clarksburg, West Virginia, in which city he is held in the highest 
esteem by numerous friends. This manifestation is evidenced by the great number of friends 
this young man has made since coming to this city. 

After the bridal ceremony, the bridal party was served an elaborate five course wedding 
breakfast at the home of the bride's parents. The home was tastefully decorated in ferns and cut 
flowers, the color scheme being pink and white. In addition to the bride and groom and their 
attendants, the following were guests at the breakfast: Rev. Father Garvey, Mr. and Mrs. A. G. 
Fischer, Mr. Frank B. Hendy and daughter of El Reno; L. L. Robinson of Ranger, Texas; D. P. King, 
Carthage, Mo., and Mr. and Mrs. Tom Clarkson. 

Baby Virginia 



The bride wore a cloth suit of blue with accessories to match. In leaving the church, she threw 
her bouquet into the crowd and it was caught by Miss Wellington--"a happy omen foretelling 
the next bride." 

The happy couple left on the 9:45 Rock Island for San Antonio, Texas, and other southern points 
where they will spend their honeymoon. They will be at home to friends after May first at 11 
West Hickory. 

 

After their honeymoon, they returned to Duncan, where they lived with Paul's 
mother and two sisters. Their first three sons, Peter, Robert and Richard, were 
born in Duncan. Their remaining seven children, including twin boys who died at 
birth, were born after the family moved to Ardmore. The youngest child, Mildred, 
was born at the house that the family called “the farm” in Ardmore. The farm was 
the site of many happy times and family gatherings. Virginia made bread every 
Saturday, filling the house with its wonderful smell. Aunt Mollie (Albert's sister 
Mary Juanita Fischer) came to live with the family there. Mollie and "V," the maid, 
cared for the children when Virginia went with Paul on business trips to Texas. 
Another family employee, James, cared for the farm and served as chauffeur since 
Virginia never learned to drive a car.

On July 31, 1951, Virginia lost her beloved husband Paul, age 54, to 
complications of asthma and pneumonia. Virginia and Paul's sister Mary 
were by his bedside at Santa Rosa Hospital in San Antonio. Before he 
died, he spoke his last words to Virginia: "Penny, I love you."

Virginia died on October 4, 1977 at the age of 84 in San Antonio, where 
she was buried. She loved everyone with an unconditional love and 
never had an unkind word to say to anyone or about anyone.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gertrude and Virginia 

Leona, Gertrude, Virginia, and Mollie Fischer 
volunteer for Red Cross during World War I 



 Albert George Fischer 
BIRTH: 25 APR 1864 • St Louis, Missouri, USA 
DEATH: 17 JAN 1943 • Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, Oklahoma, 
USA 

Albert George Fischer was born on April 25, 1865, in St. Louis, Missouri, 
the son of Henrietta and Fredrick. He married Georgena Aloysius Hendy 
in 1890. They had three children during their marriage. Their daughter 
Leona was born in St. Louis. The other two girls--Virginia and Gertrude-
-were born while the family was in Springfield. He was known as 
"Poppie" or “Papa” to his grandchildren. 

In a letter to Georgena written before their marriage, Albert writes 
that the house where he was born was located on the northeast 
corner of Fourth and Spruce St. [53 Spruce] in St. Louis. He says "the 
ground floor was occupied by a drug store ever since I can 
remember." (This building may be part of Tums headquarters now.) 
His mother, Henrietta, spoke and wrote only in German. For the first 
few years of his schooling, he attended a school where only German 
was spoken and written. By 1880, census records show the family had 
moved from St. Louis to Springfield, Missouri. 

According to Virginia Robinson Hogue, daughter of Gertrude Fischer 
Robinson, Albert and Georgena attended school together in St. Louis 
before Albert moved to Springfield. Eight years later, Albert was 
visiting a friend in St. Louis and walking through Georgena’s 
neighborhood. His friend asked if he remembered Georgena and 
pointed out her house.  

According to Virginia, Albert and his friend “decided to take a 
chance and call on her, uninvited.”On October 1, 1890, after ten 
months of writing each other almost daily, Albert and Georgena 
were married in St. Louis at the Hendy house. After their marriage, 
Albert and Georgena moved to Springfield, where they lived with 
the Fischer family. After a couple of months, Albert brought his 
business to St. Louis. 

A year or so later, Albert and Georgena moved back to Springfield. 
A June 8, 1892 letter from Albert in Springfield to Georgena in St. 
Louis indicates Albert moved before Georgena to get the business 
set up. In the letter, Albert describes his progress, describes how 
much he misses Georgena and begs her to join him soon:  

"My Darling Wife! I got up this morning feeling gloomy because you 
are absent. but when I thought of what the mail would bring - I felt 
some what reconciled. when I heard the letter carrier coming - my 
heart leaped to my mouth. There was mail, but lo: non for me. If 
you could only realize what suspense I suffer - you would let me 
have a letter every day." 



The letter also reports that the house is ready except for 
hanging the curtains. The "factory is ready for business. As 
soon as our Bond is approved and leaf tobacco comes, we 
will begin." He laments recent rainy weather and hail, which 
he says is ruining crops, adding "we are going to conduct our 
business on a very conservative basis until future prospects 
become more settled." 

He notes that Leona will soon be seven months old and asks 
Georgena to "give her seven kisses and tell her papa sent 
them to her." He mentions that "real estate men have 
already been after me to sell me a house. I put them off by 
saying when I was ready to have my own home I would build 
one to suit my wife." He adds "if someone would leave us a 
few thousand" since now real estate is low and it would be 
the proper time to buy." 

He describes someone "who had the cheek to ask me to ask 
mother if she would take $4000.00 for her property. Her 
property is worth every cent of "5000.00 at present and will 
be worth more in a short time." He briefly describes some 
business dealings of his brother Horatio, and says he needs 
to close since Mollie is going to town and he wants to give 
her the letter to mail. He says he's sending the letter "with a 
thousand kisses and a world of love" and signs the letter 
"Your Affectionate Husband Albert." 

When his father died around 1890, Albert took over the family tobacco business, Groff & Fischer, in 
Springfield. His brothers and sisters also worked in the business. Albert always owned his own business. 
He had a tobacco and hardware business in Chickasha, Oklahoma. In 1906, while living in Chickasha, he 
was involved in founding a new Knights of Columbus chapter and was named the chapter’s first Grand 
Knight. When he moved to Duncan, he went into the hardware business and eventually became 
involved in the land and insurance business. Sister Eugenia Clare (Edith) Hendy, Georgena's niece, 
remembered her Uncle Albert as her hero. "He owned all of Duncan," she wrote. "There was Uncle 

Albert's bank, his drug store and his office building where he sold 
insurance. 

Albert owned the first car in Duncan. It’s not clear when he 
purchased the car, but Sister Eugenia Clare remembers he bought 
his first Ford in 1915—and “had a better car before that,” so he 
must have gotten the car not long after moving to Duncan in 1910. 
As the story goes, the first time he drove it, he went around the 
block over and over again. When he finally stopped, he admitted he 
didn't know how to stop so simply waited for the car to run out of 
gas. Edith (Sister Eugenia Clare) Clarkson remembers the Ford could 
hardly make it anywhere without one or more stops to repair a tire. 

Albert's beloved wife, Georgena, died in Duncan in 1927 at the age 
of 61. Georgena and Albert dearly loved one another, and her death 
was a tragic blow to Albert. He lived for another sixteen years after 
her death with his daughter, Leona, in the family house on 1010 Elm 



Street in Duncan. Albert’s granddaughter, Virginia Robinson Hogue, said she never heard him “refer to 
my grandmother or mention her name. It was as if, to whisper her name, would dredge up painful 
memories of his darling wife.” 

Albert died on January 17, 1943, at the age of 77, in Oklahoma City at the home of his daughter 
Gertrude, where he had lived since his retirement in 1931.  Services were at St. Francis Church in 
Oklahoma City, followed by burial in Duncan. 

1010 Elm Street: Albert & Georgena’s House in Duncan 

In her family memoir, “A Moment in 
Time,” Albert’s and Georgena’s 
granddaughter Virginia Robinson Hogue 
writes vividly about her experience in the 
Fischer’s large, formerly elegant—but by 
then anachronistic—Duncan family home. 
She and her sister Kathleen Robinson 
Billington spent several months every 
summer visiting their grandfather in the 
house.  

By that time, “various parts of the house 
were locked, nailed shut or forbidden for 
us to enter. These were areas of the house 
no longer used by the remaining Fischer 
family.” Albert still maintained a vegetable 
garden behind the house with corn, green beans, 
watermelons, cantaloupe and more. He also still kept 

chickens in a backyard coop. According to 
Virginia, “Nothing tasted so good as fresh 
corn from Papa’s garden.” The backyard 
also had a stable that was now boarded up 
and nailed shut.  

At the back of the house was a small apartment that 
had been added for Albert’s sister Mollie with a 
bedroom and small kitchen. There was still no 
electricity in the house, so the house was still lit by 
gaslights, each large room had its own small gas 
stove, and ice was still delivered for the old-
fashioned icebox daily. Albert had fortunately 
installed plumbing, however, including an indoor 
bathroom, even though the outdoor privy remained. 

Virginia, Gertrude, and Leona Fischer in front of Albert and 
Georgena Fischer’s house at 1010 Elm in Duncan. The house was 

reportedly demolished in the 1960s. Other photos show the dining 
room and parlor in the house. 





Georgena Aloysius Hendy 
BIRTH: 29 OCT 1866 • Newport, Campbell, Kentucky 
DEATH: 3 FEB 1927 • Duncan, Stephens County, Oklahoma 

Georgena Aloysius Hendy was born in October 1866 in Newport, Kentucky. 
She had an older sister, Sally, and a brother, Frank, four years younger than 
she. Georgena and Frank were very close their entire lives. The Hendy 
family lived in Springfield, Missouri, for a time, according to a 10 Aug 1890 
letter from Albert Fischer. They then moved to St. Louis, where Georgena 
and Frank attended school.  

At the age of 22, Georgena became reacquainted with Albert 
Fischer, a former classmate, who had traveled to St. Louis from 
Springfield on business. When Albert returned to Springfield, they 
continued their courtship by mail, writing to each other almost 
daily. Several months later, they became engaged, and Albert sent 
Georgena a ring through the mail. She wrote back, "Ma and Frank 
were here when I put it on. I could only have been happier if you 
had been here to put it on my finger." 

After a courtship of ten months, Georgena and Albert married in 
St. Louis, Missouri, on October 1, 1890. He was 26 and she was 
almost 23. At that time, a Catholic who married a non-Catholic 
could not be married in the Church, so their wedding took place at 
the Hendy home with a Catholic priest performing the ceremony. 
Several years later, much to Georgena's delight, Albert became a 
Catholic. 

After their marriage, Albert and Georgena moved to Springfield, 
where they lived with the Fischer family. After a couple of months, 
Albert brought his business to St. Louis. They had three children 
during their marriage. Their daughter Leona was born in St. Louis.  

After a year or so, Albert and Georgena moved back to Springfield. A June 8, 1892 letter from Albert in 
Springfield to Georgena in St. Louis indicates Albert moved before Georgena to get the business set up. 
In the letter, Albert describes his progress and begs Georgena to 
join him soon. The other two girls--Virginia and Gertrude--were 
born while the family was in Springfield. While living in Springfield, 
Georgena often went to St. Louis to visit her Ma and Pa and Frank. 
Albert was very lonely for Georgena and the children and wrote 
her every day. Eventually, they moved back to St. Louis. 

In 1900, census records show Georgena's husband Albert had 
moved to Oklahoma City and was living in a boarding house while 
Georgena and the children stayed with Albert's mother and sister 
in Missouri. While the girls were school age, Georgena and Albert 
moved to Chickasha, Oklahoma. By 1910, the family was living in 
Duncan, Oklahoma, and Georgena's mother, Catherine, was living 
with them. 

Georgena's niece and Frank's daughter, Sister Eugenia Clare (Edith) 
Hendy, recalled that "To me, Aunt Georgena was the boss. I 
listened to her and usually obeyed. If I didn't, she gently scolded me. Georgena with Leona and Virginia 

Georgena as a young girl 



I loved her so much. She sent me dimes by letter to El Reno and gave me pennies to spend. I can still 
hear her say one time when Mary Wade had some paper dolls I liked, and wanted some. 'I saved ten 
pennies for you. Do you want them one by one or all of them at once?’” 

She also shared other memories of her times with the Fischer family:  

"I must have been a poor eater as I can once remember my mother telling my dad that I ate a 
half of an egg. I felt so proud of myself. So in Duncan they would fix up something special to 
entice me to eat. I can remember a chocolate drink with beaten egg whites on top and 
chocolate shavings on it they would fix. I didn't refuse their good cookies and I can recall Virginia 
making divinity. They told me it wasn't ready and would make me sick if I ate it. Then I spied 
Gertrude sampling it. When she saw me, she pretended to be dying." 

"The girls (Leona, Virginia, and Gertrude) were good to me. They would read to me. I especially 
loved 'The Little Lame Prince' in the white leather cover. Gertrude taught me elocution. I 
remember especially two--but not much of the first one: 'I can't go to your party, Nan. I really 
cannot go. When folks are in affliction (sniff-sniff) they don't go out you know.' 'Coke and ice 
cream you say! I really should not give way . . .' 

"And the other one I've used over and over in the classroom: 'I've studied my tables over an 
over but I can't remember 9 x 6 till my sister said, ‘Take your favorite doll and call her 54 until 
you know it by heart,’ she said. So I took my favorite Mary Ann and called her ‘my dear little 54’ 
a hundred times or more till I knew 9 x 6 as well as 4 x 4. 'Next day Elizabeth Wigglesworth who 
acts so smart said 9 x 6 was 48. I nearly laughed out loud till the teacher said, ‘Tell me if you 
can.’ 'I thought of my doll . . . and yell out – ‘Mary Ann."' 

Georgena died on February 3, 1927, at the age of 60, and was buried in Duncan, Oklahoma. She 
contracted the flu about the same time as Sara Clarkson and, sadly for their family, died just over two 
weeks after Sara. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Virginia Fischer Clarkson, Loren Larkin Robinson, 
Gertrude Fischer Robinson 

Leona Fischer, Virginia Fischer Clarkson, Gertrude Fischer Robinson 
(Chickasha, OK, about 1907) 

Leona Fischer, Virginia Fischer Clarkson, Gertrude Fischer Robinson, 
Georgena Hendy Fischer, Catherine Hart Hendy 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mollie Fischer (?), Catherine Hart Hendy, Georgena Hendy Fischer, Albert Fischer 

From left to right: Virginia Fischer Clarkson, Robert Clarkson, Albert 
Fischer, Leona Fischer, Pete Clarkson, Georgena Hendy Fischer, Marion 

Robinson, Gertrude Fischer Robinson 





Frederick W. Fischer 
BIRTH: ABT. 1837 • Missouri, USA 
DEATH: 5 Mar 1886 • Springfield, Greene, Missouri, USA 

Based on census records, Frederick W. Fischer was born about 1837 
in Missouri, though no birth records have been found. The identity 
of his parents is unknown. However, at least one record indicates his 
father was born in Wurttemberg, Germany.  

One clue to Frederick's family origins might be a man named George 
A. Fischer, who the city directory shows as a cigar manufacturer 
living with Albert Fischer's family on South Street in Springfield in 
1899. The same directory shows Albert and Mollie both working as 
cigar makers at G. A. Fischer in 1899.  

Georgena Hendy’s August 7, 1890, letter to her future 
husband, Albert G. Fischer, mentions a visit from “your 
cousin Geo and Roy.” Roy is almost certainly Carrie Fischer 
Filkins’ son (and Albert’s nephew). However, the exact 
identity of Albert’s “cousin Geo” is still a mystery, though 
it appears he played a significant role in Albert’s business 
dealings and may be the George Fischer who lived with 
Albert’s family in 1899, according to the Springfield city 
directory.  The letterhead on Albert's October 1, 1895, 
letter to Georgena reads "G. A. Fischer, Successor to 
Fischer & Ferneau, Cigar Manufacturers." 

Frederick met Henrietta Multhaupt in St. Louis, and they 
married on December 25, 1858. They had six children in 
11 years. However, the first child, a boy named Louis, died 
as an infant. German was the only language spoken in the 
home, and the children didn't learn English until they 
started school. 

Frederick and Henrietta raised their family in St. Louis, where 
he had a tobacco shop and manufactured cigars. The cigar 
factory was on the first floor of the family home, and the 
family lived on the second floor. Family lore says he won a 
blue ribbon (first prize) for his cigars at the World's Fair in 
Chicago. However, it must have been a different event--
perhaps a State Fair--since the World's Fair in Chicago did not 
happen until after Frederick's death. Frederick’s great 
granddaughter, Virginia Robinson Hogue, remembers that 
Frederick’s son Albert, her grandfather, received a tobacco 
industry award declaring his cigars the finest in the country. 

The earliest reference found to the Fischer family cigar 
business is in the 1859 St. Louis city directory, which lists 
Fischer, Frederick W., cigar maker, living at Jackson, near 
Marion. These details do not change in the 1860 city 
directory. The following year, according to the 1890 Veterans 
Census, Frederick enlisted in the U. S military.  

Albert and Frederick Fischer 



The nature of Frederick's service is not entirely clear. A draft registration schedule dated July 1, 1863, 
indicates Frederick was currently employed in a cigar store and had served nine months in the 15th 
regiment of the Missouri volunteers. Other documents show Frederick served in the Enrolled Missouri 
Militia (EMM), 6th Regiment, Company F cavalry, as a 1st Lieutenant for one month (from 16 Jun 1863 
until 15 Jul 1863), and then as a Captain, effective 30 Jun 1864. No records have been found to indicate 
when that term of service ended.  

According to the State Historical Society of Missouri, the EMM was not federally funded and was 
deployed solely within the state, "primarily mobilized as needed [and paid only during deployment, 
saving the governor money], but plagued with accusations of both disloyalty and excessive zealotry." 
This is in contrast to the Missouri State Militia (MSM), which "was a state force authorized and 
subsidized by the federal government. It was a full-time force and was primarily occupied in battling 
guerilla forces throughout the war." The Missouri Volunteers regiments referenced in Frederick's draft 
record were also federal forces, according to the State History Society of Missouri. Based on available 
records, it appears likely that Frederick spent nine months serving as a private in the Missouri 
Volunteers sometime after 1861 and before July 1863. EMM veterans were not eligible for federal 
military pensions, but Missouri Volunteer veterans were. Since Frederick's wife received a pension after 
his death, he had to have completed other service in addition to the EMM.  

The 1864 city directory lists Frederick’s business as Gaddis & Fischer, with his residence at 53 Spruce. 
The directory also includes a listing for Gaddis & Fischer, tobacco manufacturers, with Samuel Gaddis 
listed as Frederick’s partner and the business located at the same address as Samuel’s residence: 14 S. 
2nd. 

The 1865 city directory shows Frederick as a partner in the cigar manufacturing firm Fischer & 
Aschemann with J. Henry Aschemann. However, the business is located at 14 S. 2nd, the same address 
shown for Gaddis & Fischer, as well as Samuel Gaddis’s residence, the previous year. The 1866 directory 
also shows Frederick as a partner in Fischer & Aschemann. In 1869, Frederick’s business is Fischer & 
Levy, and he is living at 2605 DeKalb. The 1869 city directory also lists F. W. Fischer as the treasurer of 
the St. Louis Tobacco and Cigar Manufacturers’ Association. 

U. S. Civil War Draft Registration Record, 1 Jul 1863 

These documents obtained from Missouri 
state archives (above) and family records 
(right) document Frederick’s services in the 
Enrolled Missouri Militia (EMM).  



In 1872, Frederick is still shown as the proprietor of Fischer & Levy, cigars and tobacco, in partnership 
with Marcus Levy, located at 101 S. 2nd. His residence was 823 S. 7th. From 1876 through 1878, there is 
a Frederick Fischer shown as residing at 914 Gratiot, with his business shown as saloon or bartender. 
There is no listing for Frederick Fischer in the cigar business. However, the 1877 directory shows a 
George Fischer in the tobacco business. 

By the 1880 census, the Fischer family is living in Springfield, Missouri. Frederick’s occupation is cigar 
maker, and Mollie’s is cigar packer. The 1880 St. Louis city directory also lists Frederick W. Fischer, living 
at 914 Gratiot, as a cigar maker. It may be that the family moved during the year, so are listed as living in 
both Springfield and St. Louis. However, the 1883 and 1887 St. Louis directories still list Frederick Fischer 
(living at a couple of different addresses) as a cigar maker, so it may be that he continued to maintain an 
address in St. Louis for business purposes. 

The fact that Frederick's service as a private in the Missouri Volunteers is what qualified him for a 
pension and for burial in Springfield National Cemetery. It also explains why these burial records do not 
reflect his service as a captain in the state militia. Information in the burial registry for the Springfield 
National Cemetery matches information in pension records containing Henrietta’s name, confirming 
that the Frederick Fischer, private, who died on March 5, 1886, is the same as the Frederick Fischer who 
was married to Henrietta and served as a captain in the EMM. 

 

  
These documents reflect Frederick’s service in the 
Missouri Volunteers and his death and burial in 
Springfield National Cemetery. The regiment shown 
here is inconsistent with that shown on his 1863 draft 
registration and is most likely the result of a 
transcription error in 1863. (Upper left is pension record 
for Frederick’s widow Henrietta; lower left is photo of 
Frederick’s grave; below is U. S. National Cemetery 
Interment Control Form; at bottom is entry from the 
Burial Register for the Springfield National Cemetery, 
including section (23) and number (1564) of his grave. 



Clues to Frederick Fischer’s Parentage? 

A search for people living in Missouri but born in Wurttemberg and about the right age to be Frederick’s 
parents found one couple, Georg and Catherine Fischer, who appeared to be a possibility. In addition to 
the Missouri census record, a marriage record from Wurttemberg Germany was found, showing Georg 
and Catherina Frederika Mueller were married on November 4, 1833, though these may or may not be 
the same people. The marriage record also shows Georg was born March 27, 1808, and Catherine was 
born July 6, 1811. 

Family records show Georg and Catharina had two sons named Wilhelm Friedrich. One, born in 1833, 
died shortly after birth. They then gave the name Wilhelm Friedrich to their next son, who was born 
October 5, 1835, in Germany. This documentation is far from definitive but may be worth further 
exploration. 



 Henrietta Multhaupt 
 BIRTH: 13 FEB 1837 • Detmold, Lippe, North Rhine-Westphalia, 
 Germany 
 DEATH: 30 OCT 1904 • Springfield, Greene, Missouri, USA 

 Henrietta's birth and parentage are uncertain. However, family tradition 
 says she moved to the United States with her parents from Detmold, 
 Germany, settling in St. Louis because of the large German population 
 there. 

Passenger records show Henriette Multhaupt arriving from the German county of Lippe in 1851 at the 
age of 16, along with unnamed parents (Mr. Multhaupt and wife) and sisters Wilhelmine, 18, and 
Sophie, 12. Geneological records compiled by the Lippe historical society (Naturwissenschaftlicher und 
Historischer Verein) confirm this information. A letter to Henrietta's son Albert George Fischer from his 
wife Georgena references a trip to "visit your Aunt Sophie" in St. Louis in 1893. However, very little 
documentation has been found to corroborate information about Henrietta's family and early life. 

She met Fredrick W Fischer in St. Louis, and they married on December 25, 1858. They had six children 
in 11 years, though their first child, a son Louis, died as an infant. 

German was the only language spoken in the home, and the children didn't learn English until they 
started school. It appears Henrietta never learned to write English. After her son Albert George became 
engaged, he wrote a letter to his future wife Georgena telling her his mother would write, if she 
Georgena could read German. 

Letters between Albert and Georgena provide some additional insights into Henrietta's life because 
Albert was devoted to his mother and wrote of her often and admiringly. Before his marriage in 1890, 
he tells Georgena circumstances will require they live with his mother for a time. For now, living with 
Mother is the "best I can do," but we'll have a parlor, dining room, bedroom and kitchen. "You can take 
charge of the household affairs or leave them to Mother." He mentions that "Mother depends on me to 
protect her interests"--a "pleasant duty for me."

Writing to Georgena a couple of years later, he says his mother's 
house is "the most attractive on South Street. . . . You can smell 
the flowers for a block away." In another letter he writes, "It 
would do you good to be here - the place is so beautiful" with 
cherry trees, peaches, apples, pears, plums, grapes, gooseberries, 
blackberries, currants, and a vegetable garden. "The front of the 
house is entirely covered with honeysuckles."

In 1894, he writes about his mother's concern for her children. 
"Mollie got a letter from Carrie . . . . She said she hadn't a nickel in 
the house. She made a dress for a neighbor for $1.50 . . . . She 
worked so hard her old trouble returned and that she would now 
have to . . . buy medicine. Ma cried over the letter."

On October 31, 1901, a notice in the Chickasha newspaper says 
Albert was called away to Springfield “on account of the serious 
illness of his mother.” Henrietta died on October 30, 1904, in 
Springfield, Missouri, at the age of 64, and was buried in Maple 
Park Cemetery. 

Mollie Fischer and Henrietta 
Multhaupt Fischer 



Clues to Henrietta Multhaupt’s Parentage? 

There are several immigration records that have been found that may apply to Henrietta, her sister 
Sophie, another sister Wilhelmine (of whom no other records have been found) and her parents. 
According to Die Auswanderer aus dem Fürstentum Lippe, a record of emigrations by Lippe residents, 
Mr. Multhaupt, his wife, and his daughters Wilhelmine 18, Sophie 12, and Henriette 16, left Lippe for 
America in 1851.  

A search for Lippe birth records for the sisters found names and birth dates that seem to fit fairly well 
with what we know about Henrietta and Sophie. A birth record was also found for Wilhelmine, as well as 
two other girls whose names have not been found elsewhere--Friederike Luise Multhaupt, born Jun 14, 
1842, and Karoline Dorothee Multhaupt, born 23 Feb 1850 and died 25 Feb 1852.  

According to these records, the following could possibly be Henrietta’s parents: 

 Franz Heinrich Multhaupt. Born July 6, 1807, in Hensdorf, Lippe, Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany 

 Anna Marie Wilhelmine Sofie Marten-Adolph, born April 27, 1814 in Harkemissen, Lippe, 
Nordrhein-Westfalen 

Many questions remain, and this information is far from certain but worth exploring further. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Samuel Hendy 
BIRTH: 1829 • Dublin, Ireland 
DEATH: 8 MAR 1903 • Chickasha, Grady, Oklahoma, USA 

Samuel Hendy was born in 1829 in Dublin, Ireland, and is said to have come to 
the United States as a boy with his parents. However, no documentation can 
be found to confirm this. He married Catherine Hart in 1857 in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. They had seven children in 12 years, but only three survived to 
adulthood. The family lost three children to measles in April 1864, and a 
fourth died in 1869 when she was only 18 months old.  

The details of Samuel's birth and parentage are uncertain, as are the circumstances of his immigration to 
the United States. It is possible he came to the United States with Francis Thomas Hendy, who may have 
been related to Samuel and who arrived in the United States with his wife and children about 1848 and 
settled in the Cincinnati, Ohio/Covington, Kentucky area, where Samuel also lived (and where his 
children were born) before he moved to Saint Louis. The Hendy family also lived in Springfield, Missouri, 
for a time before they moved to St. Louis, according to an August 10, 1890, letter from Albert Fischer. 

It is also possible Samuel immigrated with the family of his sister 
Catherine, who, before leaving Ireland, married George McCann 
(described in Albert’s and Georgena’s letters as Georgena’s uncle—
and a competing cigar maker).  

Georgena's and Albert's letters mention Samuel lovingly, if not in 
great detail. Georgena tells about Samuel spoiling her children and 
taking her to the race track one evening. In one case, after Albert 
had visited Saint Louis for his engagement to Georgena, he writes 
asking Georgena to thank her mother. Toward the end of the letter, 
he belatedly and apologetically asks her to include her father as 
well.  

For 15 years, from 1861 through about 1876, records show 
Samuel's occupation as porter, though it is not clear what this job 
entailed. A letter written by his granddaughter Sister Eugenia Clare 
(Edith) Hendy says “Sam was known as ‘Young Hendy of the 
Courthouse,’” so it appears he may have been a porter for the 
court. 

After 1876, at least one record shows his occupation as clerk. 
Based on letters between Georgena and Albert, the family 
seemed to be financially comfortable, though not wealthy. When 
planning their wedding, which had to be at the Hendy house 
since Albert was not Catholic and could not be married in the 
church, Georgena says only a few guests can be invited because 
their house is small. 

Samuel died at his daughter Georgena's house in Chickasha, 
Oklahoma, the morning of March 8, 1903, at 74 years of age. 
According to Samuel's granddaughter Sister Eugenia Clare (Edith 
Hendy), her father Frank and Uncle Albert were in the cigar 

Published March 22, 1903, in the Cincinnati 
newspaper by the Sally (Hendy) and William 
Breen family in memory of Adalaide Breen, who 
died October 20, 1902, at age 23, and her 
grandfather, Samuel Hendy, who died March 8, 
1803. 



factory in Chickasha when a woman in black came in one door and walked out another. However, they 
were unable to find the woman. Later they learned that's when Samuel died.  

Clues to Samuel Hendy’s Parentage? 

Dublin marriage and probate records from the early to mid-1800s show a large number of Hendy’s, and, 
as Georgena noted in one of her letters, what looks like quite a bit of intermarriage among cousins. 
Other family trees suggest Samuel’s parents may be Thomas Hendy, born in 1797 in Baltinglass, 
Wicklow, Ireland, and Sarah, whose maiden name is not known. However, family trees are not a reliable 
source, and I believe these may have picked up the parents of a different Samuel Hendy, who was born 
in Lancaster, England. 

At least one of these family trees indicates Thomas was the son of John Hendy (born 1754) and Ellen 
Fenton (born 1763), who were also parents to Francis Thomas Hendy, who lived in the Cincinnati area at 
the same time as Samuel. John and Ellen also had a son Samuel, who was born and died in Ireland, and 
would have been our Samuel’s uncle. However, the only solid documentation that can be found 
regarding Thomas is a record of his death. There is no official record supporting his relationship with 
Samuel. 

Letters between Georgena Hendy and her husband Albert Fischer mention her Uncle George McCann 
and McCann cousins living in Springfield. George McCann was married to Catherine Hendy, who must be 
Samuel's sister based on Georgena's reference to her husband as "uncle."  

There is not yet clear documentation confirming Samuel’s relationship to Francis Thomas Hendy, but 
DNA test results indicate a relationship between at least one of Samuel's descendants and descendants 
of Francis Thomas, suggesting a link to other Hendy ancestors, including John Hendy and Ellen Fenton. 
DNA supports a connection between our family and the Dublin Hendy clan, including the Glynns, several 
of whom married into the Hendy family. There is still much more to be investigated here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Catherine (Kate) Hart 
BIRTH: 25 DEC 1827 • Dublin, Ireland 
DEATH: 14 JUL 1924 • Duncan, Stephens, Oklahoma, USA 

Catherine Hart was born on December 25, 1827 (or 1828), in Dublin, 
Ireland. She came to the United States with her parents when she was 
12. According to a story told by Catherine’s granddaughters, during 
their voyage, the captain of the ship hoisted a disobedient sailor up to 
the side of the ship, intending to throw him overboard. Young 
Catherine intervened and suggested a less severe punishment. The 
captain was so impressed by Catherine’s spunk, he let the sailor live—
and invited Catherine’s family to join him at the captain’s table for the 
remainder of the trip.  

After arriving in the United States, the family moved to Newport, Kentucky, across the river from 
Cincinnati. Catherine met Samuel Hendy while visiting a friend in Cincinnati, and they married in 1857. 
They had seven children in 12 years, but only three survived to adulthood. According to family lore, one 
of the older children, Mary Emily Kate, was holding the baby of the family and dropped the infant, who 
later died. Several months later, Mary Emily Kate died. Some say she grieved herself to death.  

However, death records do not support this story. Mary Emily Kate, along with two of her siblings, 
Adelaide and Thomas, died during April 1864 of measles. Sarah, who the family called Sally, was their 
only surviving child. Georgena was born a year after the other children died.  Another daughter, Anna 
Martha, was born after Georgena in 1867 but died from inflammation of the lungs in 1869 at about 18 
months old. Frank was born in 1870. He and Georgena, who were much younger than Sally, remained 
close the rest of their lives. 

According to Catherine’s great granddaughter, Virginia Robinson Hogue, Catherine always called her 
husband Mr. Hendy. She adds “Catherine was a staunch Catholic but my Great Grandfather was 
opposed to the Catholic Church. He forbade her or their children to attend mass on Sunday. . . . but she 
said that Mr. Hendy couldn’t stop her from going to church.” She and her children walked to church 
every Sunday regardless of the weather.  

When Samuel died at Georgena's and Albert's home in Chickasha in 1903, Catherine was in Cincinnati. 
After Samuel's death, Catherine made her home with Georgena and Albert. She was 75 when she moved 
to Chickasha. Her granddaughter, son Frank's daughter Edith, later Sister Eugenia Clare, remembers 
Grandma Hendy visited pretty frequently in El Reno. She remembers her grandmother baby sitting with 
her and Star, the black cocker spaniel. One of these times, Edith remembers, she saw an inviting pool of 
water at the corner. Unable to resist, she went in for a wade, slipped, fell in, and came home bawling. 
Catherine changed her into clean rompers and they never told Edith's mother.  

In Duncan, Edith mostly remembered Catherine sitting behind the door next to the heater in the second 
bedroom. When the children came to visit, they always went there first, and again when they were 
leaving. When Edith would ask her to tell a story, she would say "Johnny and the little red stocking --" 
and that was all. Edith remembers her father Frank and aunt Georgena calling Catherine "Ma." She 
rolled her clothes in little parcels and packed her clothes in a bag she called her telescope. It was like a 
box and had straps to carry it with. 

 



Edith remembers Catherine developed a breast tumor in her 80s, but the doctor considered her too old 
for an operation. The tumor grew larger and burst open. After that, the odor was very bad. Edith 
remembers her Aunt Georgena took care of her and used Lysol—“she was a faithful nurse.” 

Edith also remembered her grandmother sitting all day long saying her several rosaries. She enjoyed 
hearing Georgena's daughter Virginia play the piano, and all of them singing Irish songs, especially "My 
Wild Irish Rose" and "Danny Boy." There was company many times singing with them. 

Catherine died on August 14, 1924, in Duncan, Oklahoma, at the age of 96, and was buried in Chickasha, 
Oklahoma. 

Clues to Catherine Hart’s Parentage?

According to other Ancestry family trees, Kate’s parents were James (or Joseph) Hart, born in November 
1809 in Sligo, Ireland, and Anna Birmingham, born 1805 in Ireland and died January 10, 1894, in St. 
Louis. No official records have been found to confirm the identity of Kate’s father. However, there is 
better evidence of her mother. Her maiden name of Birmingham (originally Bermingham) is not fully 
proven but is strengthened by the fact that her son Joseph was given the middle name of Birmingham, 
and birth records show an Anna Birmingham born in a place and on a date compatible with other known 
information. 

Anna Hart was buried at the age of 89 in 
Calvary Cemetery in St. Louis in the same 
cemetery plot as her daughters, Mary 
(Mollie) Hart Fryar and Ella Hart, who died 
unmarried at the age of 37. The Mrs. John 
McNamara mentioned in Ella’s obituary 
to the right is another sister, Lillie Hart. 

Documentation regarding the identity of Catherine’s mother is, therefore, reasonably strong. Baptismal 
records also provide some support for the identities of Anna Birmingham’s parents: Patricii (or Patricius) 
Bermingham and Margeria Cannavan. Though not proven, this information is probably worth further 
exploration.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anna Bermingham’s baptismal record in Catholic Parish Register from St. James, Dublin 



History of Fischer Family Businesses 
Frederick W. Fischer and his son Albert George were both lifelong entrepreneurs. Both owned cigar businesses in St. 
Louis and Springfield, Missouri, usually along with a business partner. After moving to Chickasha, Oklahoma, in 1900, 
undoubtedly pursuing greater opportunity, Albert started his own cigar business without a partner, though his wife 
Georgena’s brother, Frank Hendy, joined him a few months afterwards. In 1910, Albert sold his Chickasha cigar company 
and moved to Duncan, Oklahoma, to open a hardware store. After moving to Duncan, Albert became involved in a 
number of different business enterprises, but it all started with cigars. 

The earliest references to the Fischer family cigar businesses are found when Frederick would have 
been about 22 years old. The 1859 and 1860 St. Louis city directories list “Fischer, Frederick W., 
cigar maker,” living at Jackson, near Marion. In 1861, Frederick served nine months in the Union 
army, most likely interrupting his business. His draft registration record in 1863 reflects his 
previous military experience in 1861 and indicates he is currently employed in a cigar store. 

According to St. Louis directories published from 1863 through 1872, Frederick continued to work 
in the cigar business for the next nine or ten years: 

- 1863-1864: The 1863 St. Louis business directory and 1864 city directory include business 
listings for Gaddis & Fischer, tobacco manufacturers, located at 14 S. 2nd, the same address as the residence of 
Frederick’s partner, Samuel Gaddis. The 1864 directory shows Frederick’s residence as 53 Spruce, where his son 
Albert was born in April that same year.  
 

- 1865-1867: The city directories show Frederick, who was still living at 53 Spruce, as a partner in the cigar 
manufacturing firm Fischer & Aschemann with J. Henry Aschemann. The business was located at 14 S. 2nd, the 
same as the address shown for Gaddis & Fischer, as well as Samuel Gaddis’s residence in 1864.  
 

- 1868: The business directory lists “Fischer F. W. 101 S. 2d,” under the manufacturing and retail “Cigars and 
Tobacco” categories without a partner. The 1869 city directory lists F. W. Fischer as treasurer of the St. Louis 
Tobacco and Cigar Manufacturers’ Association. 

 

 

 

 

- 1869-1873: Frederick’s business was Fischer & Levy, cigars and tobacco, in partnership with Marcus Levy, doing 
business at 101 S. 2nd. Frederick changed residence addresses frequently during this time: 

o 1869: 2605 DeKalb 
o 1870: 206 Walnut 
o 1871: 101 S. 2nd (same as Fischer & Levy business address) 
o 1872: 823 S. 7th  
o 1873: 914 Gratiot 

 
- 1874-1875: Frederick is listed as a cigar manufacturer; business was located at 204 Walnut, with residence at 

914 Gratiot. 
 

- 1876-1878: Frederick’s occupation is listed as saloon or bartender, with his residence still at 914 Gratiot. In 
1878, Frederick is in the business directory under “Saloons,” suggesting he was the proprietor of the business. 

By the 1880 census, when Albert was 16 years old, the Fischer family had moved to Springfield, Missouri. Frederick’s 
occupation was cigar maker, and his daughter Mollie was a cigar packer. The 1879 St. Louis city directory is not available, 
but the 1880 St. Louis city directory lists Frederick W. Fischer, still living at 914 Gratiot, as a cigar maker. It may be that 
the family moved during the year and had already been listed in the St. Louis directory.  

Frederick W. Fischer 



The 1881 and 1882 St. Louis city directories do not include a listing for Frederick. However, the 1883 and 1887 St. Louis 
directories also list Frederick Fischer (living at a couple of different addresses) as a cigar maker, so it may also be that he 
continued to maintain an address in St. Louis for business purposes. 

Family lore says Frederick won a blue ribbon for his cigars at the World's Fair in 
Chicago. However, it must have been a different event--perhaps a State Fair--since the 
World's Fair in Chicago did not happen until after Frederick's death. Frederick’s great 
granddaughter, Virginia Robinson Hogue, remembers that Frederick’s son Albert, her 
grandfather, received a tobacco industry award declaring his cigars the finest in the 
country. 

The exact date and place of Frederick’s death are uncertain. However, based on 
veterans’ records showing his wife Henrietta as a widow by 1890, he must have died 
between 1887 and 1890. There is no mention of Frederick in Albert’s letters, the 
earliest of which is dated February 1890. However, Frederick passed his expertise in 
tobacco and cigars on to his family, who continued the business. Based on Albert’s 
letters, Frederick must have left Henrietta financially comfortable. She had a roomy 
house in Springfield with a large, lush yard full of flowers and fruit trees. Albert 
describes his mother’s house as “the most attractive on South Street,” adding that “you 
can smell the flowers for a block away.”  

What Albert’s Letters Tell Us about His Business: Albert’s early letters to future 
wife Georgena Hendy tell us a little about his experience in business after his 
father’s death. In his April 2, 1890, letter, he includes a clipping from the local 
paper, Republican, about his cigar factory, Groff & Fischer, successor to Fischer 
Bros., which he owned with his brother Horatio until his new partner Groff 
purchased his brother’s share. At that time, the factory, located at 325 South St. 
had 25 employees.   

In his April 13 letter, he tells Georgena he has a business trip until April 21 but 
has hired a factory manager, so he may be able to visit St. Louis soon. He says 
how busy they are with their “traveling men” and “drummers” with samples to 
show. In his May 18, 1890, letter, he once again begs Georgena to come visit him 
in Springfield, adding that he would come to her except business does not 
permit, and he would “incur the displeasure of my partner.” In his next letter, 
Albert uses Groff & Fischer letterhead as “my stationery for love letters was 
exhausted.”  

At the end of May 1890, Albert writes “I am in trouble and don’t know how long 
before I can be relieved.” He writes that he would tell more “if it benefited either 
you or I.” If he can release himself in time (without great financial loss), “I will be 
in St. Louis and tell you all about it.” In June, he writes Georgena that his 
“trouble” is not serious though it makes him “feel very blue” and hopes it ends 
soon. His June 22, 1890, letter reveals that his business partner has actually been 
living with the Fischer family. Albert writes “Mother wants us to live with her 
when we are married. I think that would be best” for now. “The Groff’s may 
vacate our house” so we could take over their premises and keep house. 

In an August 1890 letter, Albert reveals he is considering a way to relieve his 
business troubles. He tells Georgena he had trouble falling asleep last night 
because “my mind was so charged with an enterprise that I am considering. . . . If 
it materializes, I will have better prospects of making money,” but anxiety makes 
me uncomfortable for the time being. In his next letter, he writes “I often pass a 
greater portion of the night thinking of you and how to succeed in business 
ventures, so I can add wealth to our happiness. . . . I hope to be in a position 
soon to make more money,” though I am doing better than most men my age. 

Albert George and Frederick W. Fischer 



By the end of August, Albert has apparently settled on a course of action. He writes Georgena to say “I take the utmost 
pleasure to inform you that I will be in St. Louis next Sunday morning . . . to remain a few days. I am coming on business 
of great importance – the nature of which I will reveal to you when we meet. . . . I can hardly wait.” By September 6, 
1890, Albert reports his business enterprise has been approved by all parties, including Mr. Groff and Mr. Keilers, who 
seems to be a new partner. He will make $20/week plus an equal share of profits. Though he is not making an equal 
investment in the firm, which will be named the Groff-Fischer Cigar Co., he is sharing equally in the profits due to his 
superior experience in the cigar business. 

Albert used Fischer & Ferneau letterhead on his letters through October 1894. Though his June 13, 1992, letter to 
Georgena includes a note on A. G. Fischer stationery, he was back to using Fischer & Ferneau letterhead in his next 
letter.  By October 1895, he was using letterhead for G. A. Fischer, shown as the successor to Fischer & Ferneau. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to the 1890 Springfield city directory, Albert’s brother Horatio was a solicitor with Groff & Fischer. However, it 
does not appear that arrangement lasted. A notice published in the Springfield News-Leader on May 27, 1891, indicates 
Horatio’s cigar business failed. According to the notice, all business property was repossessed by the attorney of M. J. 
Fischer, mortgagee (and also his sister). An October 10, 1893, letter from Georgena to Albert suggests Horatio’s business 
troubles did not stop there. She writes, “I expect you were surprised to see Horatio on Sunday - why is he home? Did he 
give up his position? I suppose he was more than surprised when you mentioned that money matter to him. . . . I know 
Jimmie [Horatio’s wife] would not be willing to give up her furniture.” 

Letters written in September through October 1893, while Georgena was visiting her family in St. Louis and Albert was 
still working in Springfield, suggest the family and its businesses were facing financial challenges. Daniel Filkins, the 
husband of Albert’s sister Carrie, had apparently always struggled in business, but things were especially dire during this 
period. Filkins owned Filkins Steam Laundry in Springfield, according to the city directory, but, according to Albert’s 
letters, he must have moved the business to Alton, Illinois. Then, when it began failing during the summer of 1890, he 
found a new investor in St. Louis and moved the business there to 26th and Franklin Avenue. The laundry ultimately 
failed in that location as well. 

Albert wrote: “Mollie got a letter from Carrie . . . . She said she hadn’t a nickel in the house. She made a dress for a 
neighbor for $1.50 . . . . She worked so hard her old trouble returned and that she would now have to . . . buy medicine. 
Ma cried over the letter.” In his next letter, describing how he tried to help Carrie, he also suggested his business partner 
Groff had cheated him somehow. He says he sent Carrie $5.00 and adds “I never expect any return of favors . . . as long 
as Filkins lives. I was about as hard up as I’ll ever be after Groff done me . . . .” 

Letterhead used in May 21, 1890, 
letter to Georgena 

Blank receipt used in June 13, 1892, 
letter to Georgena 

Blank receipt used in June 13, 1892, 
letter to Georgena 

Letterhead used in October 1, 1895, 
letter to Georgena 



At the same time, Albert was struggling with finances himself. His next few 
letters convey the following bits of bad news: 

 “I am still broke so much so that I can’t go on the road until I get 
some money. . . . If I had the money you can just bet that I would 
have been in St. Louis before this. . . . I couldn’t feel worse were I in 
Jail.” 

 “Now that I have paid insurance and interest – I haven’t money 
enough to go on the road or to buy tobacco. I am going to do my 
best to sell all my Jersey Creams to Springfield Grocer Co. If I 
succeed I can buy more tobacco and go to work again.” 

  “I haven’t sold my Jersey Creams yet – but will know tomorrow. . . 
. If I get rid of those cigars I will be enabled to go right to work 
again. . . . I am not as blue as I have been. Have reconciled myself, 
but I do feel awful lonesome at night.”    

 “I am sorry to inform you I could not sell the Jersey Creams . . . . I 
have made arrangements to go on the road with a Springfield 
liquor drummer and I am going to stay on the road until every cigar 
in the house is sold,” so you should remain in St. Louis. 

 “I know I will sell the cigars in a much shorter space of time since 
your promise to come home as soon as they are sold – I will now 
have something to spur me on…. I will have to inaugurate a system 
of most rigid economy … to catch up with my losses.” 

 “I am going to work like a tiger and I hope that I can have you start 
by next Monday for home. I may be disappointed – for if I am not 
in good luck – it may take me ten days to sell out so don’t get ready 
to come untll I write you to.” 

Finally, however, Albert reports success: “Pet! I sold just 2000 cigars today and if I continue to do this well I will ask you 
to come home in a few days as I haven’t but 4900 more to sell. . . . Will leave here early in the morning.” A few days 
later, he writes: I wrote you last night to come home by next Wednesday . . . . I still have 1900 cigars to sell and I’ll do my 
level best to sell them tomorrow. . . . I am feeling well enough – but so anxious to see you and the babies that I feel just 
like homesick.”  

On October 9, 1897, the Springfield newspaper 
mentioned A. G. Fischer as one of the local cigar 
manufacturers among Springfield’s factories contributing 
to employment in the community. In 1899, the Springfield 
city directory shows George A. Fischer, cigar 
manufacturer, living with Albert's family at 736 South St. 
It also shows Albert and Mollie working as cigar makers 
for G. A. Fischer. In addition, G. A. (not A. G.) Fischer is 
listed under Cigar Manufacturers in the directory. Facts 
about George A. Fischer and his relationship to Albert are 
unclear, but it seems likely they had both a family and 
business relationship of some sort. Based on information 
in Albert’s and Georgena’s letters, Albert had a cousin 
named George who was close to him, and it may be that 
they went into business together at some point. 

In March 1900, the Springfield paper published articles about the mysterious disappearance of Al G. Fischer, the 
abandonment of his cigar business, and the losses facing his creditors. It is not at all clear if or how this news relates to 
our Fischer family—and family members who knew Albert say it would be very unlike him to flee creditors. Perhaps it’s 

Springfield City Directory, 1899 

Springfield Leader & Press, 9 Oct 1897 



coincidence, but just a few months later, in September 1990, the first Fischer 
cigar advertisement appears in the newspaper in Chickasha, Oklahoma, where 
the Fischer family had moved. 

A month later, a small article in the Chickasha Daily Express reported that 
Georgena’s brother Frank, who had been working for the W. A. Stickney cigar 
company in St. Louis had arrived in Chickasha to go into business with Albert. 

For several years, the Chickasha 
paper continued to publish favorable 
reports about A. G. Fischer’s cigar 
company, including one in 1904 
indicating the company’s output was 
the largest in Oklahoma. On January 
20, 1902, the paper reported that 
Frank was going into business for 
himself, opening a cigar factory in 
Duncan.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In May 1901, Albert advertised for individuals living elsewhere in the Oklahoma Territory to acquire an exclusive agency 
to sell Fischer’s Premium cigars in their town. On November 7, 1907, a help wanted ad appeared in the Chickasha paper 
for “girls to strip tobacco” for A. G. Fischer’s business located at 1125 Minnesota Avenue NE.  

7 May 1904, Chickasha Daily Express 



It was also in 1907 that an advertisement appeared indicating Albert was embarking on a different enterprise—the sale 
of Para Vita carbonated mineral water for relief of problems related to the stomach, kidneys, and loss of appetite.   

 

By March 1910, Albert had sold his Chickasha cigar business to E. B 
Williams, who it appears had previously been a business partner, and the 
newspaper announced that he and his family would be moving to 
Duncan, where Albert was going into the hardware business. No 
additional information has been found on the hardware business, though 
Edith Hendy, Georgena’s niece, remembered it in a memoir she wrote. 
"He owned all of Duncan," she wrote. "There was Uncle Albert's bank, his 
drug store and his office building where he sold insurance.” In 1918, R. L. 
Polk & Co.'s Oklahoma State Gazetteer and Business Directory shows 
listing for A. G. Fischer’s business as real estate and insurance. 

Albert’s granddaughter Virginia Robinson Hogue wrote that Albert lost most of his money during the 
Depression, so he decided to retire at age 64 to live on the income from his oil investments. “He never 
recovered financially,” according to Virginia, “but he remained rich in his heart with the devotion and love he 
gave his family.” 

 

  



Other Fischer Cigar Ads 

Albert advertised his cigars extensively. Here are a few more examples of the ads he ran. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Springfield News-Leader, 20 Apr 1890 

Springfield News-Leader, 05 May 1890 

Springfield News-Leader, 1 Sep 1890 

Chickasha Daily Express, September 4, 1900 



Who Is George A Fischer? 
Georgena Hendy’s August 7, 1890, letter to her future husband, Albert G. Fischer, mentions a visit from “your cousin 
Geo and Roy.” Roy is almost certainly Carrie Fischer Filkins’ son (and Albert’s nephew). However, the exact identity of 
Albert’s “cousin Geo” is still a mystery, though it appears he played a significant role in Albert’s business dealings–and 
lived in the same household for a time. 

There was a George A. Fischer living with Albert and his mother Henrietta at 736 South Street in Springfield in 1999, 
according to the city directory. In addition, his business is shown as G. A. Fischer, cigar manufacturer–and both Albert 
and Mollie are shown as workers for G. A. Fischer. 

 

 

 

 

Albert’s October 1, 1895, letter to Georgena is written on letterhead showing G. A. Fischer as the successor to Fischer & 
Ferneau. By 1897, however, a newspaper article about Albert’s cigar business used the name A. G. Fischer. 

 

 

 

 

 

The St. Louis city directory shows a George Fischer in the cigar and tobacco industry, starting by at least 1872. The 
information shown in the family tree below is the product of an effort to find additional information on this George A. 
Fischer–and to track down sources explaining the relationship between George and Albert’s father Frederick, perhaps 
leading to clues about Frederick’s parentage. Unfortunately, none were found, and, even the information on George A. 
is inconsistent and inconclusive. However, it is being maintained because what we do know about the George A. Fischer 
living with Albert’s family seems worthy of further consideration and research. 

Here are a few other bits of information that may (or may not) fit into the puzzle of our family history: 

 Before the article on A. G. Fischer’s factory was published in October 1897, several advertisements for G. A. 
Fischer cigars appeared in the Springfield paper during the summer of 1897. 
  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 In May 1898, an advertisement for the sale of a business owned by G. A. Fischer appeared in the Springfield 
paper. 
 
 
 
 
 



 In March 1900, the Springfield paper published several articles on the disappearance of cigar manufacturer Al G. 
Fischer, who was renting space over Holland’s bank (same location as cited in the advertisement published in 
May 1898). The article below lays out the details, but it is not clear how (or if) this A. G. Fischer might be related 
to our A. G. (or G. A.) Fischer.  
 

 It may be only coincidence, but 1900 was also the year Albert moved his family and business from Springfield to 
Chickasha, though his mother and brother remained in Springfield for at least another three years. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  




